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royally sanctioned violence continues—Solomon eliminates his rivals, in ways that remind 
us of David’s worst deeds. For further study, see Klaus-Peter Adam, “Law and Narrative: 
The Narratives of Saul and David Understood within the Framework of a Legal Discussion 
on Homicide Law (Ex 21:12-14),” ZAR 14 (2008) 311-35; and R. Smith, The Fate of Jus-
tice and Righteousness during David’s Reign: Rereading the Court History and Its Ethics 
according to 2 Samuel 8:15b–20:26 (LHBOTS 508, 2010).—F.W.G.

1528.	 [Jalkut Shimoni on 1–2 Kings] Dagmar Börner-Klein (ed.) and Beat Zuber (tr.), 
Jalkut Shimoni zu Könige I und II (Jüdische Bibelauslegung im Mittelalter; Berlin/
Boston: de Gruyter, 2023). Pp. x + 321. €107.43. ISBN 978-3-11-064770-9.
The Jalkut Shimoni is a medieval compendium of comments on the books of the 

Hebrew Bible drawn from the earlier (Babylonian) Talmud and a range of Midrashim. It 
first appeared in print at Saloniki, Greece, in the years 1521 and 1526–1527. This volume, 
devoted to the Books of 1–2 Kings, is part of a de Gruyter editorial project which will 
eventually make available translations of Jalkut Shimoni’s commentary on every book of 
the Hebrew Bible. The format used for the presentation of the comments on the verses of 
1–2 Kings in this volume is a standardized one employed for each volume in the series. The 
format begins with a quotation of the Hebrew text of a given verse of 1–2 Kings in sequen-
tial order. The source for the comment concerning the verse is cited in the margin (by far 
most of the comments are drawn from the various tractates of the Babylonian Talmud). The 
comment itself is introduced with mention of the rabbinic authority to which it is attributed. 
The comments concern a wide range of matters: the meaning of terms used in the verse, 
notes on the historical situation which give rise to what is stated in the verse, mention of 
happenings elsewhere in the Bible analogous to the one featured in the verse, and occasional 
brief narratives that, in parabolic fashion, present situations analogous to those cited in the 
verse and help to elucidate its meaning. Z.’s translation is, on occasion, supplemented with 
brief footnotes that clarify the wording of the translation or offer a remark on the Hebrew 
terminology used in the verse or the comment on this. See also #1532.—C.T.B.

1529.	 [2 Kgs 2:19–25:30] Pedro Zamora García, Reyes II. La fuerza de la interpretacíon 
(Comentarios Theologicos y Literarios del Antiguo Testamento; Estella [Navarra, 
Spain]: Editorial Verbo Divino, 2023). Pp. 743. €57.96. ISBN 978-84-9073-915-0.
This major commentary on 2 Kgs 2:19–25:30 complements Z. G.’s 2011 commen-

tary on 1 Kgs 1:1–2 Kgs 2:18 in the same series. For purposes of the present commentary, 
Z. G. divides up 2 Kgs 2:19–25:30 into three “cycles”: (1) The cycle of the prophet Elisha 
(2 Kgs 2:19–13:25 with 12 subdivisions); (2) the cycle of the kings down to the fall of 
Samaria (2 Kings 14–17); and (3) the cycle of the surviving kingdom of Judah (2 Kgs 
18–25 with six sub-divisions). For each of the subdivisions distinguished by him within 
the three cycles, Z  G. makes use of a standardized format organized under five headings: 
(1) translation of the passage; (2) commentary (this focusing on the passage’s storyline and 
exegesis of its component verses); (3) historical and theological background; (4) “text and 
word” (here Z. G. offers reflections on the passage’s message regarding a variety of issues 
facing the church today and also calls attention to the theological difficulties the passage’s 
message may occasion readers and how these might be addressed); and (5) extensive, 
multi-language bibliography. Z. G.’s exegesis segment is remarkably detailed, covering as 
it does textual and terminological questions and engaging with the views of other scholars 
on many particular points.—C.T.B.




