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denneRt, bRian  c., John the Baptist and the Jewish Setting of Matthew (Tübingen, 
Germany: Mohr Siebeck 2015). 400 pp. 15 x 22 cm. ISBN 978-3-1615-4005-0.   
Although recent discussions on Matthew have emphasized the document’s 
setting within Judaism, these studies have not analyzed how the Jewish 
figure of John the Baptist functions within this setting. Brian Dennert steps 
into this gap, arguing that Matthew presents Jesus to be the continuation 
and culmination of John’s ministry in order to strengthen the claims of 
Matthew’s group and to vilify the opponents of his group. By doing this he 
encourages Jews yet to align with Matthew’s group (particularly those who 
esteem the Baptist) and to gravitate away from its opponents. The author 
examines texts roughly contemporaneous with Matthew which reveal 
respect given to John the Baptist at the time of Matthew’s composition. 
The examination of Matthew shows that the first Evangelist more closely 
connects the Baptist to Jesus while highlighting his rejection by Jewish 
authorities.

dVoRak, James d., The Interpersonal Metafunction in 1 Corintians 1-4. The 
Tenor of Toughness (Leiden-Boston: Brill 2017). 246 pp. 16 x 24 cm. ISBN 
978-90-04-45379-1.

 In The Interpersonal Metafunction in 1 Corinthians 1-4, James D. Dvorak 
offers a linguistic-critical discourse analysis of 1 Cor 1-4 utilizing Appraisal 
Theory, a model rooted in the modern sociolinguistic paradigm known as 
Systemic-Functional Linguistics. This work is concerned primarily with 
the interpersonal meanings encoded in the text and how they pertain to the 
act of resocialization. Dvorak pays particular attention to the linguistics 
of appraisal in Paul’s language to determine the values with which Paul 
expects believers in Christ to align. This book will be of great value to 
biblical scholars and students with interests in biblical Greek, functional 
linguistics, appraisal theory, hermeneutics, exegesis, and 1 Corinthians.

GiRón izquieRdo, Jesús, “Maestro, ¿dónde vives?” (Jn 1,38). Estudio exegético-
teológico sobre la función del adverbio “dónde” (ποῦ) en el evangelio de 
Juan (Estella-Navarra, España: Verbo Divino 2019). 422 pp. 16 x 24 cm. 
ISBN 978-84-9073-510-7.

 The author of this book attempts to demonstrate in this book that “the 
author of John not only uses the adverb ‘where’ (ποῦ) to refer to a physical 
place, but also endows it with a deeper symbolic and theological meaning”, 
since “it is used as a means to progressively reveal the identity of Jesus”. 
Thus, the author has identified 19 uses of the expression in 18 different 
pericpopes of the Gospel. The characters who use ‘where’ are divided into 
the three groups: “those who seek Jesus with faith, those who do so with a 
lack of faith, or even with hostility, and finally the uses in which Jesus is 
the speaker”.

GRanados RoJas, Juan manuel, Why do you Judge Your Brother? (Rome, 
Italy: Pontifical Biblical Institute-Gregorian & Biblical Press 2020). 198 
pp. 17.5 x 23 cm. ISBN 978-88-7653-729-5. 

 The investigation of the use of apostrophe in Rom 14:4,10 suggests that 
Paul questions some members of the community for despising and passing 


