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of four virtues (wisdom, justice, courage, and self-control, respectively), and a “noble death.” 
He suggests that the fact that Luke shaped his narrative according to the topics of the encomium 
indicates that at least one rhetorical purpose for his work was to draw praise for Jesus from cat-
egories which all agreed were the right places to find data for praise. Also included is a four-page 
appendix on Greco-Roman rhetoric that Luke knows, which supplements the bibliography by 
providing scholarship on Luke’s use of rhetoric arranged by rhetorical types, elements, genres, 
and topoi.

Armando Noguez, El nacimiento de Jesús según Mateo y Lucas: Narradores, intérpretes y 
evangelizadores (Estella [Navarra]: Verbo Divino, 2018, paper €17) 233 pp., 39 tables, 3 time-
lines. Bibliography. ISBN: 978-84-9073-444-5.

This volume, which employs historical-critical and social-rhetorical methods to show how the 
Gospel infancy stories are works of narrative, interpretation, and evangelization, is presented in 
the form of a manual intended to be used in a climate of prayer in which the biblical text is read 
and the feedback from an ecclesial group is received. A 28-page introduction treats Matthew and 
Luke as Gospels of the second generation of Christians, Matthew’s and Luke’s stories about the 
origin and birth of Jesus, and literary forms in the stories. The manual then explores the stories 
under these major headings: Matthew narrates Jesus’ origins, Luke narrates the conception and 
birth of John and of Jesus, Matthew and Luke interpret the Bible and their historical context, and 
Matthew and Luke evangelize their communities. Each section is divided into multiple chap-
ters, each presented in outline format and concluding with a brief true/false quiz. A five-page 
appendix on the birth of Jesus and ecclesial culture and a three-page set of texts for prayer and 
meditation are included. Noguez teaches Sacred Scripture at the Universidad Iberoamericana in 
Mexico City.

Wendy E. S. North, What John Knew and What John Wrote: A Study in John and the Syn-
optics, Interpreting Johannine Literature (Lanham, MD—London: Lexington/Fortress 
Aca demic, 2020, $90/£69) xii and 135 pp. Bibliography. Indexed. LCN: 2020007453. ISBN: 
978-1-9787-0879-2.

North, honorary research fellow in the department of theology and religion at the University 
of Durham and author of A Journey Round John (2015), explores the possibility that John could 
have drawn on one or more of the Synoptics in composing his Gospel. After a fifteen-page 
introduction, she first observes ways in which John reuses information we can identify in his text 
(e.g. reintroduction of characters, repetition of statements), and makes observations on how John 
repeats, modifies, and redacts. Next she considers intertextual evidence in the form of John’s 
use of the Jewish Scriptures, comparing the results with points where John and the Synoptics 
come into agreement. Then she analyzes four Johannine passages in relation to the Synoptic 
equivalents: the feeding of the five thousand (Jn 6:1-15), the anointing (12:1-8), the trial before 
Pilate (18:28–19:16), and the disciples’ race to the empty tomb (20:3-10). North concludes that 
in various ways—the occasional pointed contact, the expanded narrative core, the close reading 
in the context of a broader pattern, and the explicatory interaction—John exhibits a sensibility 
toward his Synoptic source: attentive to it, alluding to it, clarifying it at points, and, mentally at 
least, never far from it.

Flavien Pardigon, Paul against the Idols: A Contextual Reading of the Areopagus Speech 
(Eugene, OR: Pickwick, 2019, cloth $61, paper $36) xxxi and 280 pp. Bibliography. Indexed. 
LCN: 2018275412. ISBN: 978-1-4982-8742-5 (cloth), 978-1-62564-795-5 (paper).

Based on a doctoral dissertation supervised by W. Edgar and accepted by Westminster Theo-
logical Seminary in Philadelphia in 2008, this study offers an exegetical analysis of the Areopa-
gus speech in Acts 17:16-34 so as to provide a foundation for appropriating its import with a 
view to theological elaboration and missiological application. After a seven-page introduction, 
it first contextualizes and orients our reading of the speech—Luke’s theology, Luke’s use of the 
OT, and Luke’s narrative setting for the story of Paul in Athens. Then it presents a contextual 
reading of the speech—the narrative frame (vv. 16-22a, 32-34), beginning an oration (vv. 22-23), 
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