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the development of Judaism from the Second Temple period to the rabbinic movement. Two
appendixes are included.
Matthew V. Novenson (ed.), Monotheism and Christology in Greco-Roman Antiquity, Supplements to Novum Testamentum 180 (Leiden—Boston: Brill, 2020, €124/$149) xiii and 359
pp., 5 tables. Indexed. LCN: 2020027772. ISBN: 978-90-04-43797-5.
This volume is the product of a colloquium held at the University of Edinburgh in 2019 in
honor of L. W. Hurtado (1943-2019), previously professor of NT language, literature, and theology at Edinburgh, and the twelve essays collected here take up many of the issues raised in his
scholarship. Following Novenson’s eight-page introduction, the contributions are by Hurtado
on the new religionsgeschichtliche Schule at thirty—observations by a participant; Novenson
on the universal polytheism and the case of the Jews; C. A. Gieschen on the divine name as a
characteristic of divine identity in Second Temple Judaism and early Christianity; D. B. Capes
on Jesus’ unique relationship with Yhwh in biblical exegesis; C. C. Newman on divine identity
and community formation in the early Jesus movement; R. Bauckham on confessing the cosmic
Christ in 1 Cor 8:6 and Col 1:15-20; K.-W. Niebuhr on one God, one Lord in the epistle of James;
J. Frey on between Jewish monotheism and proto-trinitarian relations—the making and character of Johannine Christology; J. N. Bremmer on God and Christ in the earlier Acta martyrum;
P. Perkins on Gnosis and the tragedies of Wisdom—Sophia’s story; A. D. DeConick on the one
God is no simple matter; and P. Fredriksen on how high early high Christology can be.
Sarah Parkhouse, Eschatology and the Saviour: The Gospel of Mary among Early Christian
Dialogue Gospels, Society for New Testament Studies Monograph Series 176 (Cambridge,
UK—New York: Cambridge University Press, 2019, £75/$99.99) xii and 295 pp., table. Bibliography. Indexed. LCN: 2019019725. ISBN: 978-1-108-49893-7.
The revised version of a doctoral dissertation directed by F. Watson and accepted by Durham University in 2017, this volume focuses on the Gospel of Mary in the context of a broader
analysis of early Christian dialogue Gospels in which Jesus converses with select disciples and
answers a series of questions on life, death, and the cosmos at the conclusion of his earthly
career. After a nine-page introduction, it first considers the genre of the dialogue Gospel, with
an overview of thirteen texts and a brief analysis of the connections between their depictions of
the Savior and eschatology. Next it identifies some themes and issues that inspired some early
Christians to write a dialogue Gospel (e.g. the Johannine farewell discourse, canonical resurrection appearances). Then it takes an in-depth look at the Gospel of Mary: the narrative frame,
the cosmic eschatology, and the individual eschatology (the journey of the soul), respectively.
Parkhouse, research fellow in biblical and early Christian studies at Australian Catholic University in Melbourne, concludes that each Gospel, whether canonical or noncanonical, offers a new
narrative of ancient Christianity and a new interpretation of its foundational figure, and on this
basis they can find common ground and be brought into conversation.
Armand Puig i Tàrrech, Diez textos gnósticos: Traducción y comentarios (Estella [Navarra]:
Verbo Divino, 2018, paper €75) 536 pp. Bibliography. LCN: 2015381067. ISBN: 978-84-9073320-2.
Noting that the discoveries at Nag Hammadi have brought about a Copernican revolution
in the study of “gnosticism,” Puig i Tàrrech, professor of NT at the Facultat de Teologia de
Catalunya, here offers Spanish translations of ten “gnostic” texts, each prefaced by an introduction and accompanied by commentary in the footnotes. A 73-page general introduction
discusses gnosticism: foundations and beginnings; direct testimonies—the texts; indirect testimonies—ancient authors; gnostic authors; fundamental elements of gnostic thought; the rise
and fall of the gnostic movement; and gnostic thought—past and present. The eight “gnostic”
texts presented in the main part of the volume are meant to be the most representative and
are known from the Nag Hammadi Codices, the Berlin Codex, and Codex Tchacos: Gospel
of Thomas, Gospel of Philip, Gospel of Truth, Dialogue of the Savior, Gospel of Mary, First
Apocalypse of James, Apocryphon of John, and Gospel of Judas. Two additional texts, transmitted by Epiphanius and the Acts of Thomas, respectively, are presented in an appendix: the
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Letter to Flora and the Hymn of the Pearl. X. M. Vincens Pedret provided assistance with the
translations from Coptic.
Adrian Rădulescu, Ovid in Exile (Las Vegas, NV—Oxford: Vita Histria, 2019, cloth $34.99,
paper $24.99) 186 pp., frontispiece, 4 halftones, map. Bibliography. Indexed. LCN: 2018963976.
ISBN: 978-1-59211-019-3 (cloth), -020-9 (paper).
Observing that the permanence of Ovid’s work over the course of twenty centuries is explained
not only by his prodigious talent, but also by his exile on the Black Sea coast in Tomis (present-day Constanţa in Romania), this volume is meant to enhance the reader’s understanding of
Ovid’s poetry by following its natural evolution from Rome to Tomis, to place Ovid’s life in
exile in the context of the history of the Greek city-states on the coast and their relations with the
native population (the Getae), and to serve as an introduction for those who come to Constanţa
to visit the land where Ovid lived and wrote. After a three-page preface, it discusses Tomis and
the Black Sea coast, Ovid in Italy, banishment from Rome, voyage from Rome to Tomis, the
Getae and Tomis, post-Ovidian Tomis, and Ovid and posterity. It notes that for Romanians,
Ovid is a symbol of their participation in the creation of the lyrical values of human civilization.
Rădulescu (1932-2000) was director of the Museum of History and Archaeology (1969-1990),
and the first rector of Ovidius University (1990-1991), both in Constanţa.
Éric Rebillard, The Early Martyr Narratives: Neither Authentic Accounts nor Forgeries,
Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press,
2021, $59.95) ix and 189 pp., fig. Bibliography. Indexed. LCN: 2020004966. ISBN: 978-0-81225260-6.
In this volume Rebillard, professor of classics and history at Cornell University, seeks to
change the conversation about martyr narratives, suggesting that the first necessary step is to
reject the traditional corpus of texts. After a six-page introduction, he first treats the earliest narratives and their reception, considering only texts concerned with Christians executed before 260
c.e. and attested to in external evidence before 300 c.e. Next he examines martyr narratives and
court recordings, noting that very few narratives assume the form of court protocols of the trials.
Then he considers textual characteristics of martyr narratives, suggesting that they are “living
texts.” Finally he repurposes the discourse about the blurring of boundaries between fiction
and history in ancient texts, showing how ancient texts challenge modern definitions of fiction.
He concludes that we need to retire the early martyr texts from being used by historians of the
repression and persecution of Christians, and promote their study as textual productions in the
larger context of Christian writings. Two appendixes are included.
Simona Rodan, Maritime-Related Cults in the Coastal Cities of Philistia during the Roman
Period: Legacy and Change, Archaeopress Roman Archaeology 60 (Oxford: Archaeopress, 2019, paper £35) viii and 211 pp., 30 color images, 10 halftones. Bibliography. LCN:
2020478257. ISBN: 978-1-78969-256-3.
Based on a doctoral dissertation accepted by the University of Haifa in 2005, and translated
into English with assistance from H. Near and revised to include archaeological updates, this
study investigates the cults practiced during the Roman period (63 b.c.e. to the early 5th century c.e.) by the peoples who dwelt on the Mediterranean coast of the southern Levant (mostly
concentrated in the coastal cities), with attention to how their beliefs and cultic customs were
linked to the sea. After an eleven-page introduction, it discusses the cults in each of the four
biggest and most important cities in Philistia during the Roman period: Jaffa (including possible connections between the cults of Andromeda and Cetos and that of the prophet Jonah
and the big fish), Ashkelon, Gaza, and Rafiah. It argues that although the pagan population of
Philistia’s coastal cities adopted many elements of Roman social and religious values, within
the pagan cults many Cretan, Anatolian, Mesopotamian, and Phoenician elements persisted
into the Roman period, making these cults particularly hard to eradicate during the Christian
period because of their deep roots in the past. Rodan is the author of Aegean Mercenaries in
Light of the Bible (2015).
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