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Carmen Bernabé, Qué se sabe de . . . María Magdalena (Estella [Navarra]: Verbo Divino, 
2020, paper €19) 235 pp., 5 halftones, table. Bibliographies. ISBN: 978-84-9073-554-1.

In this study Bernabé, professor of theology at the University of Deusto in Bilbao, investigates 
the transmission and rereading of traditions about Mary Magdalene as they evolved in a 
patriarchal society and church, the way memory of her was constructed in the first generations 
of Christianity and remembered centuries later. After a five-page introduction, she first considers 
the most common images that have defined this woman throughout history—disciple and apostle, 
repentant prostitute, and spouse of Jesus. She next discusses the principal traits presented in 
the Gospels—Mary from Magdala, lists of women and their importance, the meaning of her 
being a follower and disciple, and travelling the Galilean villages with Jesus. She then treats 
open questions in present debate—Mary Magdalene’s role in forming the communal Easter 
kerygma, and her apostolic authority and dangerous memory. Finally she discusses the current 
relevance of Mary Magdalene’s memory and its socio-ecclesial function. She suggests that Mary 
Magdalene is a feminine figure fundamental for Christianity from its origins and throughout all 
ages, judging by her memory as constructed and preserved as part of Christian cultural memory.

Jeannine K. Brown, The Gospels as Stories: A Narrative Approach to Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2020, paper $21.99) xiv and 210 pp., 5 figs., 18 
tables. Bibliography. Indexed. LCN: 2019050085. ISBN: 978-0-8010-4984-2.

In this volume Brown, professor of NT at Bethel Seminary in St. Paul, MN, introduces read-
ers to narrative criticism of the Gospels. Her seventeen-page introduction treats reading the 
Gospels—the turn toward narrative; what narrative criticism is—two levels of narrative, and 
the implied author and reader; and the evolution of narrative criticism. She then discusses four 
aspects of narrative criticism, applying each to one of the four canonical Gospels, in four pairs of 
chapters: plot and plotting (the selection, sequence, and shape of the story; narrative plotting in 
Luke), character and characterization (the people in the story; Matthew’s characterization of the 
disciples), intertextuality (the stories behind the story; intertextuality in John—Passover lamb 
and creation’s renewal), and narrative theology (how a story theologizes; the God of Mark’s 
Gospel). She concludes that reading the Gospels for their story line is not only organic to their 
form but also immensely helpful for hearing what these writers wanted to communicate about 
Jesus and what they wanted their audiences to experience. A six-page glossary is included.

Simon Butticaz et al. (eds.), Le corpus lucanien (Luc-Actes) et l’historiographie anci-
enne: Quels rapports?, Théologie biblique 2 (Münster: Lit, 2019, paper €39.90) ix and 303 pp. 
Indexed. ISBN: 978-3-643-90954-1.

The eleven essays in this volume, originally given as papers at a 2017 colloquium held in 
Fribourg, Switzerland, address the relationship between Luke-Acts and ancient historiography. 
After a fourteen-page preface by L. Devillers, the essays are organized under three headings: 
Luke and ancient historiography—state of the question and Jewish and Greco-Roman models 
(four essays); writing history in antiquity—the ethos and objective of the historian Luke (three); 
and some approaches to Lukan historiography through the prism of ancient history (four). The 
contributions treat Lucan historiography in recent research (D. Marguerat); whether Acts is bibli-
cal history (S. Walton); prophetic historiography as subgenre and research tool—definition and 
relevance for Herodotean and Lukan research (J. Morgan); between Jerusalem and Rome—
Luke’s Acts as the founding myth of a people (Butticaz); Luke 1–2 and the lying historians (A. 
Giambrone); identity, history, and the question of the genre of Acts (T. Schumacher); the Acts 
of the Apostles and Velleius Paterculus’ Historia Romana (M. Lang); the conversion of Jewish 
sympathizers as an emblematic scene in Acts (M.-F. Baslez); the sources, treatment, and func-
tion of information of an administrative nature in Acts (C. Brélaz); Paul’s nocturnal vision and 
miraculous liberation from prison in Acts 16 (N. Siffer); and maritime space in Acts—represen-
tation and function (C. Reynier). Butticaz collaborated on the volume with Devillers, Morgan, 
and Walton.
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